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ob 1 my oe 
L of | the Laws relating to 
| e. Came, and the ociat ion 
E. on Took for the Profervation | 
9 it. | 1 


1 # 5 bl 


8 he FRE at firſt Vide 
ſeem not to deſerve the 
. of the Public; but, as 
it has particularly d that of 
ſeyeral Moblamen een 
the following Obſervations will 
not, I hope, be Wonen unſca- 
ſonable. errut nr Bein an 


It will give me Gatiafaction if a 
few Hints may be drawn from 
B them 


R TM 2 — 


od 


% 113 * 


- 


n 
them, that may engage the Gentle- 
men of the 4ſſociation (rather than 
proceed in enforcing thoſe Laws 
as they now ſtand) to uſe their 
Weight and Intereſt for ſuch an 
Alteration of them as may ren 
der them more certain, and 'leſs 
liable to various Conſtructions (as 
I am well aſſured they are at pre- 
ſent) which ſerve only to har- 
raſs and perplex the Subject by 
expenſive proceedings at Law. 


I muft be fo candid as to 
think that the Intentions of the 
Gentlemen Aſſociators were pri- 
marily (whatever Lengths have 
been gone fince) to prevent the 
common Poacher from deſtroying 
the Game, and to ſuppreſs a Set 
of idle and diſſolute People, who, 
by ſuch Practices, were become 


A 


a Burden to the Community, and 
to oblige the - Huſbandman and 
- Labourer to attend their proper 
-  Ayocations, not to deprive the 
Man of Property, the induſtrious 
Tenant, or the fair Sportſman of 
a Morning's Recreation, or 
Taſte of a Hare or Partridge; 
but this good Intention of the 
Aﬀectators, like moſt others, - is 
perverted by the Arts and Con- 
trivances of ſelf· intereſted and de- 
ſigning Men, who, in eager Imi- 
tation of that deſtructive Vigilance 
wherewith the ugly poiſonous Spi- 
der views each unwary Inſect, are 
ever upon _ Watch for an Op- 
portunity of entangling and per- 
plexing Mankind, * 155 


I cannot but think . 1. 
Gentlemen of the Aſſociation had, 
B 2 before 


3 4 49 | 
before they entered intd it cate- 
fully tead over and conſiderecb the 
ſeveral AA, of Parliament relat! 


ing to the Game (no leſs than ſic 
teen in Number) they would ndt 
have engaged in inforcing Laws, 


which _ have appeared” to 
them extremely yolurmnons; U- 
ſecure,” uncertain, and ſeetninply 
nw ee as I may venture to 
fay theſe, are. To cvince this, 1 
ſhall only give two or three In- 
ſtances amongſt many others which 
will occur to every one who will 
| _ the trouble" to 8 them. 


*. — 


{Byte Wa 11 Heh. 7. which 
is unrepealed, it is enacred, That 
no Perſon ſhall take Pheafants or 


Partridges by Nets, Snares, or o- 
ther 33 (out of lis Warrtn) 


upon the Freehold of 805 other 
Per- 


+ . 
8 0 ” 1 
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22: an 23 ba Gall che 


. —— 


one liundted and fiſty 


Year Leaſchold tor ninety-nine 


Perſon, without Dicence of: the 


Ouner, on the Foifeiture of Fen | 


Pounds, the ane half to the Party 


22 Furt Soothe, Owner. cob 


the State 


— Acts, qualified; Perſons 
may take Pheaſanta or Partridge 
ad. oo. Dibirun without being ſubject 
to the Penalties enfliced by the 


former Act: And the ſaid Ac of 


Cha.) 2. fixes tlie Nraliſaatium of 
the Perſons who are r 
kill Game to thoſe having 


Years, or any longer term 3 and 
to the Sons and Heirs apparent of 


Eſquires. I would gladiy know! 


** the true and determinate 
Meaning 


that will ſue ſor the Lame; and 


Pounds a 


161 


Meaning of the word Eſquire is; 


I do not believe the Law has 
determined its true Senſe; and for 

my Part, 1 have: no clear Idea of 

t it is, though I. give that 
Title (if it is one) to many of 
my Acquaintance; but do not 
know by what Right they claim it. 
This therefore is a great 


in r Ann. 


21 ſhall next nada what 3 
to be a Contradiction in thoſe 
Laws. The Act of illiam and 
2 declare, That if Game is 

nd, upon Search by Authority, 
in the Has of lied Per- 
ſons ſuſpected to have Game, ſuch 


"Perſons, unleſs they give an Ac- 


count how they came by it, and 
the Party of whom it was 
bought,thatis,produce the Poacher, 
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ſhall forfeit the Penalty / inflifted 


by that Act. But the Act of the 
gth of Queen Anne comes and 


takes away the Right the ſup- 


poſed Offender has to juſtify him- 
producing the real Offen- 
der, by inflicting the Penalty in- 


ſelf of 
definitely on all ſuch in whoſe 


qualified, or come by che Means 
of a qualified Perſon; and this Act 
does not repeal che Statute of 


William and Mary, or any Clauſe of 


in it. 


e 1 dall make 
is on the Uncertainty of theſe 


Laws in 1, which has oc- 


caſioned ſuch various and» dif- 


ferent Conſtructions of them: 


And here I muſt take notice, that, 
by 


1 it was from ſuch they had it; 


Poſſeſſion Game is found, if not 


WW, 2 
by the Statute of the gth and th 
. e 1 Crag 
Seller, and alſo on che Buyer (if 
a Hig lev: or ſuch other Perſon as 
deleribed in the 5th Anne and 
on the Perſon in whoſe Foſſeſſion 
the Game is found, i. e. Five 
Potmds for each Hare, or Par- 
 tridge: - Nom it is contended| for 
by ſome, that, for one - and the 
fame Hare, a Penalty may be re- 
covered on the Killer, on che 
Seller, and on twenty other Per- 
fons, if that ſingle Hare can be 
roved to . been in the Poſ- 
Ew of ſo many, which may 

y happen; but I would 
Im Bk. ${erious Con- 
fideration, whether it is 

to conceive that this could be the 
Intention of the Legiflature at the 


time 
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5 e e . 
Ju ce of Pede hi ich is 


aft arid reaſ 8 ſe 
the jects 


1 set ef nenn 
gen ge "of People, it Was 
A Fan ed th * pot. p 5 
e ted py EA, r 
iekeſore has 4 
ring | 


vied on A the Poverty 
che Offen der, "to inflict” cozpor: 
Puniſfiment!* by cominitting © Kim 
| to hard Labour.” And ſecondly, 
1 C becauſe 
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We ſie of Peace livi 

3 1 

oy ns Characters 19 

8 14 the Circumſtances 

of the Caſe, and from. thence: wit 
more Eaſe. can determine | with 


Compal. of a- r, to explain 
che numberleſs Objections Fe 
2 theſe Laws as they. now 

| nor can I point out how they can 
— xplained or amended ; but 1 


| who make a: Traffic of it, but on 
& the great and uncommon on 

who deſtroy Game by Wholeſale, 
by Tame Setting-dogs 80 


1414 


and who frequently rer 8 
1 by Night, to take a hun- 
dred, or /a hundred and fifty Brace 


nn two Hours time, which 


I have been yell informed has 


been lately done. Another Me- 
thod of deſtroying che Game ſhould 


1 by a more ſevere Pu- 


niſhment than at preſent is in- 
flicted, whatever Degree the Of- 


fender may be of, and that is, 
vrhen the Corn is green, the go- 


ing out and deſtroying of y 
Hares before they can e 


young Partridges before they can 


flv. Theſe are the great Inſtru- 


ments of the Deſtruction of the 


Game, and worthy the Conſide- 


ration of the Legiſlature; and if 


they ſhould think fit to reviſe the 
Game Laws, and ex and a- 
mend them, I do not doubt but 

848 
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ey Will have a due Regard ta 


— induſtrious Tenants, and will 


think it very reaſonable that 3 
Farmer = rente 42 re 


and -upwards ſhould. * allowe 
to ſport at proper Seaſons, at | 
in Company with a qualified Per- 
ſon, and to kill a Hare or Par- 
tridge, and to eat it at the Far- 
mers own Table. In ſhort, * 
the Artillery of the Law ſhoul 
be levelled at thoſe, and thoſeonly, 
let, them be ever ſo great, who at 
any time make a moſt unreaſon- 
able Slaughter of the Game by un- 
ſair or undue Means, 4 of 
a true and generous Sportſman; 
and at the little ones, who do it 
out of ſordid and mergenary Views 
of Gain, and neglect | their La- 
bour and Families to idle their 
time away in the Fields, in 55 i 
| wit 


| 1 
fuit of what brings them no real 
Advantage or Profit in the End; 


" Methinks 1 could with to fee 
the Time when all the Game Lam 
{hall be collected into one Act of 
Parliament, which I conceive may 

eaſily be done, and laid out - 


ſpicuous a Manner, as when it 
comes to be read by — at 
proper Seaſons to the Country Peo- 
ple, the poor Peaſant, whom itchiefly 
concerns, may at one View ſee the 
. or R incurs 
by o ing againſt the Law, 
which ill weben ſtrike ſuch a 
Terror in him, as to engage him 
to think that his Wife and Family 
nere more dear to him, and worth 

his Attention, than the beſt Game 
2 in England, If this ſhould * 


—— — — — 


141 


of Aſſociations or Subſcriptions to 
inforce a Law ſo plain, and ſo well 
promulgated. And indeed it is 
very well worthy the Conſideration 
of the Gentlemen of the Aſſocia- 
tion, that it will be infinitely more 
eligible to make a Law that will 
in a great meaſure execute - itſelf, 
than for ſo many Noble and Right 
Honourable Perſons to be under 


a Neceſſity to ſtep out of their way 


(if I may be allowed the Expreſ- 


ſion) in order to come to the Aid 


and Aſſiſtance of the Civil Ma- 


giſtrate to execute the Laws. 


I am perſuaded thoſe noble and 
right honourable Perſons will readi- 
ly concur with me in this Point, 
vix. That all kind of Aſſociations 
or Combinations of Men not au- 
| thoriſed 


be the Caſe, there will be no need © 


[ 15 } 
thoriſed by Law, are to be dread- 
ed, and if poſſible 0 
and that nothing can any 
of them but the a ee 
ger of the Subverfion of the Go- 
vernment itſelf, ſuch as of 75 
was our unhappy Situation where 
all joined to Mae all. But I thank 
God the Storm is Ag and may it 
5 Ae is TN bad 1 88 
reſulting from this kind of Aſſo- 
ciation, which is, that ſome may 
make uſe of its EE and Inte- 
reſt as Inſtruments to revyer 
their own private Quarrels, and 
gratify their particular Reſent- 
ment againſt their Nei ghbours; 
and there is another Erl which 


muſt naturally ariſe from the ne- 


e the Gentlemen of the Aſ- 


ſociation 


a - 


[x6 J 

qa 8 under of. em Ploying 
Lay carry their 10 
into ba © wh. if Fe ua ap- 
pen to be greedy of Gain, will, it 

1s to he feared, rather oonfult their 
own lucrative Views, than the 
Honour or- Intereſt of Re he 
are employed by. 


I ſhould be afraid ar if Af 
ſociations were encouraged to car- 
Laws into Execution, it 


EE not only prove very hurt- 
ful and detrimental to many inno- 
cent Ferſons, but 2105 is of infſi- 


ous CF 8 5 
Fx e Cine were 


mel upon this Plan, and, under 
the ſame ſp kreten Pretence, they 


h 
7 


eat Infl uence 
[wy m 2 


arily have over 
N * 


nece 


T + 
N * of- People, become fo 
formidable, as to have it in their 
Power to form Projects dangerous 
to the Se and ſubverſive 
of the Liberties - _ . 


ethics Polar *! to me * 
great Importance, and worthy tlie 
ſerious Conſideration of every 


Gentleman before he engages in 


Aſſociations of this Kind, which 
is the indiſpenſible Neceſſity they 
are under of employing and en- 
couraging that moſt vile and de- 
teſtable Set of Men the common 
Informers, who are inimitably 
well characteriſed in a late Daily 
Paper in the following moſt ex- 
cellent Words. 7 


7 


1s Calumby and Perjury are not 
vL bay Crimes of the blackeſt and 
| 1 baſeſt 
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A baſeſt Nature, but, where coun 
* {. 25ngpard, are the Ruin of Nati- 


ons they make the: Subjett 
A Meble, and the Prince infa- 


© mous to all Poſterity. The 


© ſtrained Evidence — Phi- 
© Jatas, darkens the Glory even 
© of Alexander. The Athenians 
© called informers Sycophants; yet, 
© byencouraging of them, the ten 
« Captains or Admirals ſuffered 
Death, The Tyrants 
were eſtabliſhed, d the Liber- 
ty of Athens loſt — the dei - 
troying the beſt of Men; the 
virtue of Socrates and lk 
could not prot them“ 


0 i Cali ** Mere, and 
Domitian ſhines to all Poſteri- 
« ty foremoſt in the Laſt of the 
* Encouragers of — Tm 
„ ce 
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[19 
c 1 beg Countries and mixed Mo- 
narchies moſt dreadful are. thoſe 
Times, when Informiere, the 
moſt infamous Race of Men, 
are made uſe of to | forward 
8 Court Cabals. 


© When Calumny i is . 5 

© to ruin, the Credit of Mer- | 
«chants, and Perjury to _— - 
Courtiers. 5 


When Henry VIII. reigned, 
Cromwell, — Glory of that 
Age, and the Delight of Poſte- 
* rity, was a Favourite. The 
* Biſhop Gardiner, when he could | 
* not otherwiſe diſgrace him, out 
© of a pious Zeal got falſe Evi- 
, * dence to [wear his Life away. "=: 
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